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Article 6

EDITORIALS
THE MEDICAL APOSTOLATE

Often wh en asked to work in the Guild, physicians ques! 1 its real value.
"Why have Catholic organizations at all?" Commonweal ks in a recent
issue. Truly, mos t of them h ave ridiculous n ames and ab su purposes. Perh ap s they tend even to keep us in our little parochia l ghet ,. Clannishness
1 p us bring all
a nd defensivenes s ar e n ot a ttra ctive qualitie s a nd h ar dly
men to Christ. Several papers in this issue may h elp to ar v er these ques·
tions as they apply to the Ca tholic Physician s ' Guilds .It is t e, many of our
ethical and philo sophical p roblems h a v e an e xclusive ly C 10lic approach.
[f we do not provide the "Continuing Educa tion" in ethic nd philosophy
necessa ry to prevent intellectual obsole scence, who will?
Luke, the lay evange li st, may h ave h ad similar thoughts , he pondered
the admonition to carry Christ' s teaching by word and by c mple. The ex·
pagan physician from Antioch took the route of consecratin rhe world as 1
layman-pe n etrati ng, perm ea ting and i n flu encing the temp 11 order as his
clerical friend, Paul, could not. Simila rly, the Mis sion De )rs Association
chose to assist Msgr. Brouwers and his orda ined missiona s through the
lay apos tola te. Furth e r, th e y now ope ra te on th ei r own i, ·his and other
directions to cre ate a mo re Christi an environment.
Physicians toda y, as· i n th e d ays of St. Luke, a re amo, th e educated
laity. As th eir opinion s are formed, so a re those of th e Ch ·ch which they
comprise. Pius XII, John XXIII, and Pope Pa ul VI have
inted out that
it is th e doctor' s duty to study, research, syn thesiz e and ptI tish in contro·
v er sia l areas s o that th e Church of which they are m en- �rs may more
readily arrive at the t r uth. For the Church must go th ro 1 th e ordinary
human processes of thought, study and con s ulta tion. If Cat olic physicians
are not gen erous in th e ir efforts to acquir e and tran s mit
nowled ge, the
Church will be the poorer for it and the spectre of Galik may haunt us
a g ai n. A s pa rt of the p e ople of God, physici a n s m ust r eco< ,1iz e and share
thi s responsibility.
Challenging y ears m a y be ahea d fo r th e medica l pro cssion in this
co untry. Th e corpo ra te in flu ence of Ca tholic physici ans ( n, if properly
directed, h elp guid e th e course which ou r nation and our _,rofession will
follow. Th e example of m edical citiz ens like Tom B a in an.I Is ma el Mena
will a dd lustre to the physician' s image and reinforce hi s influence. It can
even offse t some of the e thica l errors and evil im age s discu sseJ by Dr. Doyl�i
Therefore, we need the Guilds. We need the medical scI.ools. We necu
them b a dly. Th ey mu st perform their duties better, becom e stro nger;
be less timid-tha t St. Luke's example may live.
a. J. O'L.

Included in this Los Angeles issue is the article of Dr. Harold M. Gro den
on "pin-pointing" ovulation. The moral considera tions h ave been clear�d by
theologians. The medical a spects ne ed more than thirty-five patients for indis·
putable evidence. Important are these facts: This i s a pilot study. It was. d_on�
by a board qualified �yn ecologi st in hi s own p rivate practice. It was subsidize
by no financial aid other than that furnished by the Norwood (Massachuse �t)
Hospital. Two qualifi ed p athologists verified the testing and cytology. /
type of pill used has been omitted to avoid prejudice. It is hope? that t�s
clinic al research will be a stimulus to more study of the perfect10n of l' .�
generative cycle. Therein will res t th e bette r and more accurate us e of 10f
0
rhythm. By th e way, the investigator and his wife, Helen, are th e pare nts
fifteen children.
W.J.E.
A MORE ACCURATE RHYTHM
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r 1r.

oped to such an extent that it wa s
necessary to prep are a monthly new s 
l etter. Some 2,000 people received it
through out the United States and Eu
rope, China, Africa and South Amer
ica. We received many l etters of en
co uragement from Mother Anna Den
gel, Bishop Lane of Maryknoll, and
other leaders in missionary e ndeavor s .
We �ad many requests from mission
ary bishops with promises of support
and the use of ho spital f a cilities. W e
were also in correspondence with F a 
ther Gareshe, S .J., the founder of the
Catholic Medical Mission Board in
New York. His organization wa s en
gaged i� collecting sam ple m::dicin es
and _ equip ment, s orting, labeling and
sending the m to the m issions . He
foun?ed a com munity of siste r s who
provided thes e services (Mary Health
of the Si�k) . He encouraged us to
persevere m our resolve and assured
�s of his prayers an d help. A h earten
mg letter was also received from
Propaganda Fide in R ome.
Although we did not s olicit funds
m oney came from many sources which
h elpe d defray the cost of mailing the
newsletter. The director of the Catho
lic Hospital A ssociation volunteered
the services of his secretarie s who
typed and prepared our m imeographed
letters .
We visited the local superior of the
J-:Ielpers of the Holy Souls who as 
signed several case s to u s. These were
m o s tly very de sti te elderly p e ople
�
.
who were either 111 or infirm . We
cleaned their homes, prep ared food
f or them, bathed them, read to them
and otherwise tried to provide the
corporal works of mercy.
The Catholic Physicians' Guild of
St. Louis was approached and the doc
tors were advised of our plans . We
s ough � their help to supply sample
_
m e di cines. Regular collections were
m ade and the supplies were given to
the Helpers of the Holy Souls com8

munity. After s orti
and labe l ing,
th e sisters di stribut
them to missionaries .
In order to prepar more fully for
our future assign mer
it was decided
th at we would purcl ,. two large old
homes near the Un rsity, one for
m en and one f or w,
en. The Jesuit
superior promised 1 would supply
a chapl ain so that we
,uld have daily
Mass and begin to
e a religious
community life while school.
There was only one �rson who had
obj ected to our plans Ie was a local
s up::rior of a m issio, ry order (de
liberately unnamed ). , � advised join
ing his community b use the num·
ber of organizations v. 1in the Church
was already too num, JUS. However,
it was still our purpl to re main a
med ical missionary g 1p and to be
a part of an or der of . lifferent dedi
cation woul d s urely I ,it the g rowth
of the medical mi ssior tpostolate and
preve nt th e accomplish1 'nt of its aims.
. Then the Cardinal i chbishop died
m Ireland as he was :turning from
Rome where he had · ust been ele·
vated as a Prince of tl . Church. His
succes s or arrived in tb fall of 1946.
We informed him of t ne history of
M.M.J.M., asked his bk.sing and pro·
�eede d with his p ermis:,1011. Suddenly
m M ay of 1947 w e receive d a letter
from him which disbancie d us and dis·
s olved the organization. We were urged
t? j oin one of the exisring communi·
ties. Our spiritual director advise d tha t
we h ad no alternative but to comply
with his wi shes immediat ely· since, as
our sup erior, the Archbishop repre·
sented God' s will for us. In comph·
ance with his orders we disbanded
at the end of M ay,' 1947. My last
official act was to insist that no one
questio n the Archbis hop and that we
thank God for showing us His holy
will, which was the only reason w_e
his
s et out on this ven ture a t al l. T
Y
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